RECOLLECTION AND RECOVERY
The younger generation, generally dislocated by the
aftermath of the First World War, now surveys the
shattered frame of its life in a spirit of detached sobri-
ety but, nevertheless, driven by a desire to discover and
establish promising forms of political action.  Oskar
Maria Graf's (b. 1894) Wir sind Gefangene (1927) is
one of the strongest accounts of the physical and moral
impact of the war and postwar years upon those born
shortly before 1900; Ernst Glaeser's (b. 1902) Jahr-
gang 1902  (1928)   relates most succinctly the disil-
lusionment of the men to whom neither past nor future
offers steadying prospects. Other works in the same
self-critical tone (Peter Mar tin Lampel's [b. 1894] play,
Revolte im Erzieh^ingshaus) 1929, and Hans Fallada's
[b. 1893] successful novel Kleiner Mann, ivas nun?
1932) emphasize from the desperate vantage point of
the young some of the origins of the social and political
disorder.  Such powerful  and demonic  books  as B.
Traven's Totenschiff  (1926)   or his Die Brilcke im
Dschungel (1929), even though they do not confine
themselves to the German scene, see deeper into the
roots of the coming conflict. They are among the most
stirring of the social narratives of the time, and point
with their grim and visionary realism beyond Kafka
towards the manner of some of the younger refugee
writers, such as Anna Seghers (b. 1900, Aufstand der
Fischer von St. Barbara, 1928, and Das siebte Kreuz,
1942) and the Hungarian, Arthur Koestler (b. 1905),
who have developed a striking balance between aggres-
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